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By ein that Iam not the Man I ufed to be,for 
Br never uféd to refrain {peaking my Judgment, 
: ae the Clamour and Noile of any Men, or 
rty of Men — But really, Gentlemen, it is o- 
erwife with me.now; I hear, every Day, your 
rrible out-cry again{t the Articles, publith’d about 
rade with France; that the Englifh Interett is 
ven up, that we have yielded to the French all the 
avantages in Trade that they could expe or de- 
and ; that you are to reduce the Trade of Britain, 
id have left the French 'to. reduce nothing 3 that 
xir Woollen Manufadure is to he excepted, and fo 
m1 are to open the Sluices of Commerce, and fet in 
Flood of French Wine and. Brandy, and they are 
thut down their Sluicesjand keep out your Manu- 
res, and the like. 
Now really, good People, I cannot fee all this, or 
deéd any thing of this init ;if it isto, my Trading 
ght is grown dim, and I cannot for my Life make 
Out; the thing may be, and {ince you will have it 
> I thall not contradi& you, let it go on till we fee 
e Confequence of it; But I muft own I fee no- 
ing of it; I believe, if I would enter into.an Ar- 
iment about it, I could make the modeft Men a- 
ong us blufh at their, Miltakes ; tho’ this is an Age 
at blufhing is very rare; and Men, when they are 


onvinc’d, do not always care to ownit; and your» 


foi gnd Fury is grown fo high at me, of late, 
Jat really I am frighted, and care not to talk to 
1; but he that is ignorantly Blind, or he that is 
iMfally Blind, let him: be fo fill. 

‘The Parliament is upon the thing; they have 
‘cted a Bill-to be brought in, to make the 8th and 
th Article efe@ual: which Bill I hope will élear 
> fome Peoples Eye fight, when they thall find, that, 
: Teat ¢ believe fo, it will not be a Bill di- 
ly to repeal all the Additional Impofts, Du- 
es and Cuftoms upon French Goods, and take off 
I the Prohibitions, €c. according to. the Tenour of 
¢ faid Article ; but a deliberate, effectual (ettling 
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the pret Points in Debate, and appointing Com- 
miffioners according to the Article'it felf, to remove 
the Difficulties, and regulate the Trade for. mutual 
Advantage, 5 . Sees 
"While this is done, you mutt e’en go on to find 
fault and complain; if things are fettled, as I fee they 
eafily may, and: as I hope they will 3 you will be af 
ariother Mind hereafter; for really it is plain,. the 
Trade of England is not fo much given up in the 
matter of Equalities of Duties, as fore People have 
imagined, at lealt, as I faid, I donot fecit. 
~ L temember the time when the Freach Wines did 
“not pay fo much Duties as the Partuguefe Wines, by 
‘fix or fever Pound a Ton, and yet the Trade to 
Portugal was not dead; I have, for my own fhare, 
Imported 700 Pipes of Oporto Wines in a Year when 
it was fo, and fold them to, Advantage too: Now 
the French, it feems,, do not demand to pay lefs 
than the Portuguese; 1 do not fay it might not have 
been better to have had a difference in favour of 
the Portugal Wine, but if you ask a freedom of 
Trade into France, would you give nothing as an 
Equivalent ? Can you expes the French to reduce 
all their Dutiés, and you keep all yours unt 
Could the Claufe about Prohibitews. being re- 
pealed be as eafily anfwered, ae expality of Pe 
ties; 1 would fay more of the 7x6 than Sey 
fay now; and yet I hope, when | oimilfioncrs A Wt 
be appointed, as by the faid Article is agréce, t ey 
may find fome Expedient to regulate that eae 
that our broad Weaving, our Luftring, ‘an va rt 
Manufa@uring Trade may not be too much Opprekt, 
but of this hereafter. I thall conclude this Review, 
by giving you a Letter which I receiv’d ees 
unknown Hand, upon the Subje& of which " po e 
very lately; I mean the Diftilling Trade. is is 


tl b own Mifmanagee 
an Age for ruining Trade by our help us blow up 


ment, and courting Authority to 
our felyes. I shall {peak to it another time. — ee 


a Uh ge 


The Letter is too long to infert the whole, I fhall 
make fome neceflary Objervations upon it, and per- 
haps give you the remainder in my next. 


Io Mr. Daniel De Foe. 


STR, 
HE Trade of Great Britain being in an ef- 
pecial manner your Province, in what you 
have wrote on that Subjeé&t, being generally accep- 
table, [ beg leave to lay before you my following 
melancholy, and deplorable Cafe under that Head, 
and to beg your Thoughts of it; together with 
the Remedies, if not too late, in fome of your 
fucceeding Papers. I am, by Profeffion, a Diftil- 
ler, inwhich Trade I have now been upwards of 
twenty Years; and tho’ I have had, and fill 
have a numerous Family, yet, thro’ the greatGood- 
nefs of God, [ have allalong liy’d handiomly and 
well: difcharg’d every Obligation as became an 
honeft Man, and took an exceeding great 
Pleafure in the doing it; but, (to my unfpeaka- 
ble Grief and Sorrow now) thro’ the thorough 
Deltru&ion that is come on our Bulinels (the Oc- 
cafons whereof, as they appear to me, I fhallen- 
deavour by and by tohint to you) I am reduc’d to 
that Degree, that I cannot only not help my felf, 
and with Tears I fpeak it, my poor Family ; bute- 
very Moment expe& when a Prifon fhall te my Lot 
and the Streets that of my Wise and Children 3 in 
which deplorable Circumftances, notwithftanding 
T would have endeavoured fo far to have been 
contented, as not to have troubled you with it, 
had [ been the orly Per‘on that had been, or would 
be deftroyed by it; bat when T refleét on that 
noble and ufeful Trade, the Diftifery » and the 
Thoufands of Families in this Kingdom, that on 
it, 'y and large, have had a comfortable Subfiit- 
ance, fome by Making, others by Altering, and 
the whole by Selling their Goods, together with 
the vaft Advantages, the Government in general, 
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* and this Nation, as we he Pl 10 
© ticular, have reaped from the Confumptic 
© feveral Commodities: And on the other ha 
© notorious Praétices, by which ’tis that 

‘ mon Devaftation and Deftruétion is m 
€ mult fay, it prefents a moft melancholy P 
* of things to my view; I fhall lay betore 
* of thefe Pra@tices; and not to mentio 
© mong our felves, of the deepeft Dye, and 
‘I hope, the Gentlemen concern’d in, W 
© this friendly Hint to confider of; nor the 
© ragement that has been given to the brio 
‘ of Foreign Goods, nor the Liberty fom 

* men in North Britain have obtained, by 

‘%* a late A@ of Parliament, to Diltill 
‘ Sugais without paying the Duty; and ~ 
© which Works I am told are very large: # 
‘ I fay, not to mention thefe, and fome 

© others; 1 fhalla little only touch upon th 
* rious Practice of Running French Brandy 3 w 
© not to be remedied, will iflue in the Deltrus 
© of many, as well as in the great Difad 

© of the Government and Nation ; for n: 

¢ be moreevident than that, whilit the Count 
© full of French Brandy, run at about 4s, or §: 
© Gall. the Diftiller can fell but little or non 
© For the Truth of which, w/z. That itis full: 
‘ Brandy, atthe Price, | appeal to the fev 
© ties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Kent, Suffex ay 
© As well as to the ‘everal Diitillers. who deal 
© of the Coatts of Dan and Napthali, but 1 
© love plain Proofs, therefore if you pleafe | 
© inquire of Mr.G. P. L.F. V.B. R. A. Cu 
tis aliis qua nunc perfcribere longumeft. 
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